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UNITY OF BPIRIT,

It is now maoy wecks ago that, in full view of
the defests experienced by the Republican party
in the last Fall elcotions, we thought it proper and
| timely to offer some ubservations on the perils of
| political re-actions. Our remarks were equally

direoted to those who profess themselves the ¢ un-
| questioving ” upholders of the present Adminis-
tration and to those who avow themselves its de-
+  termined opponents. For ourselves, prescribing
as the rule of our conduct neither the servility
which abjures the right of independent judgment
northe factious opposition which gives to party
what is due to country, but striving, ace -rding to
the best lights before us, to consult for the safety
of the Republic in this day of its trial, we have
d&plbred equally the causes and the results of these
dissensions, which for a time seemed to threaten
the Government with an incurable weakness, if not
, to inavgurate the reign of universal anarchy. Tt
was under thege apprehensions, aod at & time when
Republican crimination of zll who dissented from
certain peenliar views of wilitary polioy and social
change was met with Democratic recrimination,
imputiog to the Adwministration and its friends a
more than blundering, because a wilful indifference
to the publio interests and to the Constitution,
that we thought it proper to lifc our voice in dep-
F recation of political intolerance, alike on the one
side and on the other. In this spirit we wrote as
follows on the 11th of last December :

* Whatever theory we may sdopt with regard to the
neeesaity or the origin of these political dissensions, it is
noue the Jess tiuc that their existence and their perils
csnnot be denivd or ignored. Thnere is danger that the
party in_power may, by unwite and .uutimely messures,

[ stillfuriber exacerbate the political situation ; and there is
danger that the party in opposition, by seizing on the er-
rors. resl or impufed, of the Adwivistration, may push its
hostibity to particular men and measures beyond the
bounds of far debate sod legitimats oppugnation. If
we bave, in their uwn iuterest, and, as we conorived,
in the ipt-rest of the country, counselled the fiiznds
of ahe Admini-tration to practise moderation and pru-
dence in ncjusting th-ir messures of public poliey to the
present exigencies of ths land, we wmay nuw be per
m:tted, with « qual esroe tn: s, to wara the aiversaries of
the Administ a fon, se fur ut least as our huwble voiee can
hope to reach 1b=m, ngaiust transeending the limits of a
loyul and a candid epposition. Opposipen for the sake of
opposition, if ivd-fensible at all t mes, becomer more than
¢ yur out of place in the exwsting condition of the euntry.
The oseillations of party, marking at esch rise and fall of
the pendulum s higher and wider aweep, may shake th+
stability of what yet remuins of our polit ¢l system, when
the efurts of all vhould be zen'ously snd uvitedly bent 1o
the reconstruetion of the whole fabrie in ite ancient sym-
m-try, 80 fir ¢ that may be po-sible sfter the tide of
blopdy war which has swept, and may contious to sweep,
over the |and.”

Our readers are aware that we have never com-
plsined on our own account of any of the eslumnies
and misrepresentations which we have won for our-
selves Ly our ximple adherence to the Union and
the Coustitution, as well in evil as in good report,
and #s well under a Republioan as a Demoeratic
Administration. ' Thesc calumnies and misrepre-
gentations, whether inspired by the malice of one
party or the other, come from a source so far be-
neath our notice in this day of high debate that
we have rarcly thought it necessary to turn sside
from our publie discussions for purposes of per-
sonal eontroversy, and least of sll for the purpose
of gell-vindieation. In our carcer as journalists,
we kave observed that a paper gencrally bears the

' character which itse own columns give it, whether
for intelligence, truth, or loyslty, rather than the
character eseribed to it by colamua lacking the one
or the other of these qualitics.

But it cannot be denied that the spirit and tem-
yper of the political press in rome parts of the loyal
States portcnd apy thing but harmony and union
in support of the Govcrument. Oa the ove hand,
it is common for a few insensate papers which pro-

: fese to support the Administration, but who really
signify their contempt for its intelligence some-
times by absurd censure and sometimes by absurd

§  praise—it is common, we say, for such sheets to

' indulge in cheap invective against such of their

contemporaries as do not always share their precise
view of any Administration measure. Oa the other
hand, we see opposition journals whose columns
teem with the worst possible appreciations of every
thing that is said or done io sll departments of the

Governweut under the present Administration

It is in the presence of such a state of affaira
that we msy be permitted to recall, alike for the
benefit of the President’s indiscreet friends and of
his grojadiced opponents, the words uttered by
him in his last annusl message, when he said that
«if there ever could be a proper time for mere
oatch arguments thet time surely is not now. In
times like the present, men should wtter nothing
Sor which they would not willingly be responsible
through time and in eternity.”

It is very evident that no good ean be done by
seeking to stigmatize as “ traitors” ull who exercise
their own intelleets on public affsirs by consultiog
for the welfare of the country rather than for the
complacency of official incumbents. And it is
equally cvident that the advantages of legitimate
discussion can be secured without suffering political
debate to degenerate into the acrimony of a deter-
mined partisanship. When criticism on men or
messures transeends the limits of justice or fair-
ness, it never fuils to resct on the party in whose
gervice it is enlisted, just as those who minister at
the public alter only for the sake of burning in-
cenee beneath the nostrils of men in place, becowe,
most of al!, an offence to those whom they seck to
propitiate.

Theve is one veteran journalist—we allude to
Thurlow Weed—who, notwithatanding his retire-
ment from the profession le so long adorned, still
'+ eontinues to give to bis countrymen the benefit of
* ) his past €xperience and of his present observations.

And it was for the sake of properly introdueing the
subjoined extracts from a recent letter under his
hand that we have indulged in these preliminary
reflections. Writing on this general topic, he holds
the following langusge :

.,.‘;".'.."5‘.’:3?.3‘:&!?“'1‘5?..2‘2:‘.;' wbits” Rsiiher h(;::it,b 5
sor Field, nor Greeley thiust their »bolitioniam upon the

«ofing 86 the Cooper Insti ute on Friday evening. The

» wesolutions and the speeches were patrictio and sensible.
Lt thin spixit be d flu-ed smong the people; let us hear
dern of epithet and denuucintion, and we may bope for a
Teturn ?1&: tion aed devotion to the Governmnent
whish, the first your of 1he revellion, sent half o
uﬂh%& men, irespectiva of party, to the field,
the remaive of one-third of whom are now fertilizing the
#oil thay sought to rescue irom rebellion.  But if, for not

s abolition fivery, men kre fo be indiscriminately
sligmatized ae ‘ cop;erbenads,’ we are bopelesely divided,
i ths st Gomstomment Wilh S

* Uongress arme overvment with » .
ers that ite exigencies nqﬂu‘."‘w u-nmmﬁ'u
© with extraordinary fiuane! aulhority.
m“: Goverument 1s now its w:wm:r. and its
armies are to be levied independent of State agenoies. In
the first year of the war our yousg men voluntari-

to the field, aod our bauks s volu:tarily eupplicd the

uveroment with ways sud means, Mark the chanye, and
read ot the lesson it teaches carelessly.  Onerous laws can
only be carried ioto eflect * wilh the coneent of the gov-
erned.’! Biuee the Congress was chosen by which the con-
seription law was eoacted, there bhas beou a political revo-
lutivn i fvur of the largest States in the Union, There
are causes for such re-action, Let those who are respou-
sibls for the eountry's welfare seek and protit by them,

“The compulsory lawe of the last Congress if benefi
cially executed, must have the coveurrence of the lnr
will. The pub'ic seutiment wust spprove them. This np-

roval canout be obtained by p ption snd denuncia-

ion., Half 8 million of men will not again ‘ go to their
graves like beds,’ under the threats of political byenas who
remain at bome howling. Thie, by the way, is & peculi-
arity of abolitivn fanati The * one-idea men’ do their
utmost to aggravate the horrors of the war, but take pre-
sious rlum to ex their own craven carcases. They
are found, not with !

‘ Grappling vigor and rough frown of war,’

but ia the lecture rooms, upon rostrums, and in editorial
chairs, babbling about * negro regimeuts’ that only have sa
ideal existence, and burling anathemss at those who fight
for the Union. Take, for example, a clergyman who per-
petrates an aopual anoiversary oration in bhonor of the
*Jerry Rescuers,’ urging the farmers of Qoondsga to de-
vute their sona to the war, while his own sous are engaged
in pesceful occupations.

“ Our Government and Union, if dependent upon party,
will surely ﬁ:mh. No such orgmlunm is strung enough
to save either. And rulers snd peaples should lose no
time in accepting snd realizing this truth. I oare not what

arty prevails, or how elections result, if the *Stars and
Ebripﬂ are nailed to the mest besd.’ Loyalty to the
Union, fidelity to its Government, are the only tests worth
preserving. And when, in good faith, sll true men rise to
this measure of duty—brushing out of their way the net-
work of party, forguttiog that they were, under other cir-
eumstances, * Auti-alavery’ men, * Americans,” * Whigs,’
‘ Republicans,’ or ‘ Democrats,’ and remembering only that
they are brothera banded togetber to uphold a8 Governn ent
aml’ Union richly worth all the sacrifices of blood and trea-
sure Lheir preservation wmay cost—then, snd only then,
shall we be assured that the Republic will live tv coufer
again its blessings upon a people whose waywardness pro-
voked chastening ratber than destruction.”

THE NEW YORK DEMOCRACY.

Shortly after the result of the last election in
the Btate of New York was known to the ocun-
try, we placed on record, in the Intelligencer of
the 7th of November a declaration of the prinoi-
ples avowed by the Couvention which had placed
in nomination the successful candidate for the office
of Governor.

This declaration pledged the supporters of Go-
vernor Seymour ‘‘to continue to render the Go-
¢ yernment their sincere and united support in the
¢ uge of all legitimate means to suppress the rebel-
¢lion and to restore the Union as it was and
¢ maintain the Constitution as it is,” and endorsed
what is commonly known as the “ Crittenden Re-
solution,”” which was re-affirmed by the Convention
88 containing a true exposition of the origin and
objects of the war.

In his speeches during the canvass Gov. Sey-
MOUR was most explivit in accepting the * platform
of principles” on which he was nominated. Ina
speech delivered in the city of Brooklyn he held
the following language :

“ We are pot ouly in favor of a thorough war poliey, but
we propose to bring this war to a speedy and sucoessful
evnclusion. . . . . They (the insurgenta) have nut
eontented themaelves with the ballot, but have chesen the
bayonet and (he bullet to settle the question. Then with
the bayonet and the bullet we must meet them. We did
pot want this war, but the men of the South made the
bayonet and sword the arbiters of their doetrines, snd, »o
far 68 the [;rmnt in concerned, the sword muat be the ar-
biter, and by it, with our own strong arms, we will strike
vigorous blowe for the li‘te of the Constitution and the
Fisg. I wirh that my vo'ce could be heard throughout
every Southern State. I would say, mistake not the cou-
servative tricmpbs of the North. Lesten not to the tench-
ings of those who say that we are not true to the Union,
true to the Coostitu'ion. . .« Therefore, we tell
you and the whole world that this great conservative part
will rear up the shattered co'umus of the Union. We will
rear it bigr er up, still nearer bhesven than it was before,
aod from its lofty top srd growing grestoess there shall
ever wave your pation’s flag, with every star and every
stripe that bave been placed there in the wonderful pro-
gress of our country ; end fhen, whatever other men muny
rny—I care not what—as for the conservative people of
this eountry, and as for myself, other men mny say aa they

lense, but as for a divisivn of this Uniou, aud for break-
ing up that gieat sllisuce wade by and uuder God's guid-
ance, I never will consent to it.  No, never aa long se I
have a voice to raise or a hand to fight for this our glorious
country !"'

Such were the views frankly proclaimed by Gov.
Seymour and his leading supporters before the
election in New York. It was ouly the partisan,
libel incident, unfortunately, to political discussion
in our country, which sought to disoredit these
frank committals and bold avowals. For inatance,
in advance of the election, a New York paper

spoke as follows :

“ Glov. Beymour stands before the pecple and solicits
their suffrages as an o t of our Government—esnsur-
ing it, eritivising it, denouneing it, nod seekiog the over.
throw of those who wield ita authority and its power. He
advocutes coneiliating the rebela instead of fighting them,
off- ring them coneesmons, comp:omises, additiona; guaran-
tees for onr good behavior, and such terme «f peace as
they may dictate. Thin is simp'y an ignominious surrender
to tte r bellion, diegraeeful fo the Ameriean character,
degrading to the opational honor, and utterly destruetive
to the integrity of the Union aud the libertios of the Re-
publie. It invelves the coufession that we are unable to
cope wi h the Bouth iu the fi«'d; that they ara our supe.
rioie, an they have always claimed 1o be; and that bence-
furth we admit them to the supremacy they have alwpys
wought.”

Now that Governor Seymour has entered on his
functions ss the Chief Magistrate of New York,
we hear no more of these miagivings as to his pur-
poses or of similar misrepresentations as to his posi-
tion. And the political friends believed to be most
in hia confidence have left no room to doubt that
he still cherishes the opinions proclaimed by him at
the outset of the canvass which resulted in his
election. ;

Mr. Jobn Van Buren in a recent rpeech has rc-
ferred to this subjcet as follows :

“ On every occssion Gov, Beymour declared to the full-
est extent hiv determination was, xo far as in him lay, to
nid the Government in & 'l?:nm rosecution of the war,
and to put down this rebellion by foree of arme, that being
well understood at that time s the only mide by which
this result could be accomplished. E& lsuse.] The
election came and peesed. It resulted in bis yuccess, and
subsequently to that time thoss who were still earnest ‘n
the vigorous prosecution of the war determined to bold a
meeting to concerl messures to further that.result. Such
a worting was recently held at the Cooper Institute in (he
ity of New, York. 1 met there with those who had su
ported a different ticket than myself, and I saw nothing in
the declarations of the candidate that I had sustained 1n
the paat canvass—ocertninly, nothing in the declarations I
bad mude durivg the pendiog of the eanvars, to prévent my
eordinlly eo-oporating with everybody who believed the war
an unrighteous rebellion and sbould be suppressed by the
whole power of the Government. Buch, fellow-citizens,
aro the circumstances under which we now sssemble, and
you have heard from the geptlpmen who have addressed
you before me, the ressona why thay think, and T have no
doubt the renson why you think it is importaot that every
loynl man in the city of New York, should en-operate with
""’{ otker loyal man in the State of New York for every
effort to sustein the Government of the United Btates,

wholly irteapective «f party preferences, in putting down
this rebellion.” ¥ o

DISPOSITION OF THE BLAVES.
A lotter frim “PAnson Browsrow,” dated st Nash-
ville on the Gth instant, among other things, say:
““1 told the people of the North, in my speeches, as thou-
sands of them will recolloct, what I now repeat—that is to

sny, one half of ll the slaves in the seceded Btates will fight
for their owners, and fight to perpetunte their own bond- |

‘.‘u

THE STATUS OF SLAVERY IN THE INSUR.
3 GENT BTATES.

It will be remembered by our regular readers
that in the months of Qotober and November last,
after the first “ Proolamation of Freedom” had
been some weeks before the public, we reviewed
its terms for the purpose of showing that, s> far as
appeared on its face, or s0 far as the President had
developed his views in the premises, it contem-
plated rather an “expedient” for the ocoasion than
& “principle” for all time. Without pretending

community whosa oil is mads the theatre of

And since anti-alavery organs like the New York
Tribune have thus come to sdopt the views con-
sistently entertaised on this topic by conservative
journalists, it becomes a question with the lstter
equally with the former whether the so-called
* proclamation of freedom’ can any longer be said
to present a point of difference or of controversy
between those who alike profess to uphold the Go-

st all to forecaste what the President’s action at | vernment in the present crisis. In fact, the pro-

any particular period would be, we cited his own
lsngusge in. support of the opinion that he was
free, if he judged it proper or expedient, to sus-
peud at any time the practical enforcement of his
deerce, which, being expressly based on the as-
sumption of ““military neceasity,” would fall to
the ground with the disappearance of that neces-
sity.

These deductions resulted so naturally from the
principles set forth by the President in promulg-
ing his original proclamation that we supposed
ourselves to be announcing any thing but novel
propositions in merely giving-shape and expression
to the logical aspects of slavery, as that institution
in viewed by Mr. Lincoln in its relation to the pre-
sent war, and according to which he has announced
the following maxims as the guide of his conduct :

**What I do sbout slavery and the colored race, I do
because I believe it belps to save the Union; and what I
forbear, 1 forbear because I do not believe it would belp to
save the Union, I abnll do less whenever I shall believe
that what,1 am doing burts the eauee, and I shull do more
whenever I believe doing more will Lelp ths cause. I
sball try to correct errurs when shown to be errors, and
I shall adopt new views asgfust as they shall appear to be
true views.” .

We were not, therefore, prepared to witness the
surprise then expressed by a few of our contempora-
ries at the inferences we drew from the avowed decla-
rations of the President under this head, and just
as little did we expect that our theoretioal observa-
tions on the subject, fortified as they were by the
text offthe proclamation, would encounter opposition
or dissent from any admirer of that manifesto.

Now, however, that this whole matter has come
to be viewed in the calm light of history rather
than through the refracting medium of a political
enthusiasm, we are consoled to find that our re-
flections receive the assent of those who, on the
grounds of their private wishes, might be most
averse to entertain or to acknowledge them.

The New York Tribune having recently ex-
pressed the opinion as being undoubted ¢ that any
State might save its slaves by s prompt and
thorough withdrawal from the rebellion,” a corre-
spondent, bearing the name of WirriaM Porrs,
and who, it seems, is loth to share this view, ad.
dressed it an inquiry as follows:

“As I read, thore who were slaves formerly in the
Btates affected by the President's proclsmation of Januar
1, though not yet actually freed, sre I gally f.ee—now an
forever to remain free, and they cannot be re-enslaved by
any power upon earth, save that of the man-stesler. I it
to be supposed that the Administration is prepared to buy
allies with the price of living souls—to link itselfl with all
that is infamous ? s it this which we are to expect from
tbe Administration which we are upholding 1"

To which the editor of the Tribune replics as fol-
lows:

“Buppose the rebels were to-morrow to lay down their
arms aud relurn to unconditional loyalty, sud their seve-
ral Btates 1o be thereupon recognised and accepted as mem-
bers of the Federal Union, and suppose them thereupon to
resffirm and re-ensct the laws which slaves are now
held by thew respectively, what is to operride and sulbwert
those laws within the sphere of their legitimate action?
Suppore, even, that every slave now held iu Georgia were
aclually vet free, and that Georgia, having returned to loy-
alty snd been ngain recogmeed as an equal member of the
Uuion, she uld proceed to reduce them once more to slave-
ry, what does Mr. Potis propeseto do about it 7 We have
not the emallest doubt that an ex-slave living in avy Free
Btate, who should bs pursued ns a fugitive, might plead the
President’s proclamation and his virtual acerptance of its
couditivna by deseriing the r« bels and adbering to the Union
a8 & bar to his ex-master’s elaim. But that the Usion, or
any ons setiug under ite suthority, could interpose betwe e
two native or paturalized inkabitsote of Georgia, snd over-
ride the constilution and laws of thut Btate—she being
peaceably, indisputsbly, loyally within the Union—and de
teat the elaim of the cne to huld the other as his slave, we
do not understand. The President has not ossumed to abol
ish the laws of any 8 .ate—much less to forbid thair re-enact-
ment after the perfect restoration of the Union,”

When we anpounced a pimilar dootrine some
months sgo, the statement seemed to wear an air
of novelty in the eyes of the enthusiastic support-
ers of the “new policy.”” And if it be true, as
the Tribune now eays, that by his  proclamation
of freedom” the President ¢ has not assumed to
abolish the laws of any Btate,” insomuch that the
“loyal blacks” of Georgia, cven if aetually libe-
rattd under the operation of the “ediot of free-
dom,” as enforced by our armies, could none the
less be lawfully reduced to slavery again at the
close of the war, it only remains to ask what good
has been accomplished by this proclamation in the
‘estimation of the Tribune? And is it not just to
infer that when the high-raised hopes once based
by sapguine political philosophers on the mere
ntierance of a “ proclamation” are thus brought
down to the eame dead level with thatof those who
always doubted its efficacy, there will be a slight
suspension of the invectives and imputations so
freely bestowed by the former on the latter a fow
months ago, for no other reason, as it now appears,
than that they were a little earlier in avowiog
opinions which have come to be shared by both ?

The Proclamation of Freedom bhaving served for
a timo to create division and dissension in the loyal
States, it was only in its immediate orin its remote
effect upon the slaves whom it ‘ordered and deo-
clared "’ to be free, that we could possibly look for
any good resulting from its promulgation. Its im-
mediate cffect has certainly not been to produce |
that hegira_of slaves from the service of their
masters, and that rallying of “loyal blacks " with-
in the Union lines, which we were aasured by the
Tribune and jta coadjutors would be the conse-
quence of a # proclamation.” No faot is now
more incontestible than that the “loyal blacks’’ are
cither apathetic to the summons of the President,
or that they eannot avail themselves of its benefita,
if so ivelined. In point of immediate ¢ffect, the
proclamation is admitted, on all hands, to be a
nullity.

As to its ultimate cffect, nothing mare need he
#8id to p_jot its inefficnoy than is said by our New
York contemporary in the parsgraph aboye cited.
It is there admitted that if the insurgent States
wou'd now consent to lay down their arms, or,
presume, if they shall do so at any nbnquonlﬂigf‘
they may re-create the institdte of slavery, using
for its subjeots the very persons ‘‘ordered and de-
elared”’ to be freo by ediot of the President. It
thus distinetly appears that whatever iojury the in
stitution of slavery shall receive in the war, it will
be an injary resultiog from the sotual bavoe of

! military operations, or from the shoek of arms dis-

clumation” has not been found to be any thing
more than a dead letter, and as such it has been
buried out of sight by the sctualities of the vivid
struggle in which the country is evgaged. If, in
the estimation of those who were the original
friends of the “new policy,” the country derives
from it no aid in prosecuting the war, let not its op-
ponents seek to endow it with an imaginary vitality
merely for the sake of embarrassing the Govern-
ment. A “ war measure” which has proved so in-
operative and void needs only to be combatted on
the ground of the theoretical principles which it
impugus, for it creates no issue outside of political
and constitutional polemics,

COLORED MOSAICS.

The New York Tribune complaice that * four millions
of Americans born—the natural, instinctive, implacable
enewies of the slaveholders' rebellion—want to help save
their country, and are repelled with stinging insult by a
faction which, making loud professions of loyalty, does the
work ot tresson.”

Governor Andrew, of Massschusetts, having been au-
thorized by the War Department to raise & brigade of
vegro soldiers in the old Bay State, has fuund it easier to
get this permission than to get the recruits. Haviug
drained New England of ita * colored volunteers,” he has,
we see it stated, vpened recruiting offices at New York,
Philadelphia, Fortress Monroe, snd even as far South-
wards as Key West. A New York contemporary ex-
presees the fear that his erimping sergeants will ehortly
turn up in Egypt, competing with Napoleon for the next
cargo of Nubiuns.

Gen. Hunter, in command at Hilton Head, South Caro-
lina, writes as follows to & friend, under date of the 11th
ultimo :

" Finding that the able-bodied negroes did not enter the
military service ns rapdly ms could be wished, I have
resolved, sud ro ordered, that ull who are not regularly
employed in the Quartermaster's Department, or as offi-
cers' rervante, shall be drafted. 5 * w

**In drafting them I was actusted by several motives—
the controlling one being that I regard their services as a
military necessity, if this war is to be ended in the triumph-
of the Union arms. Bubordinate to this econsideration, I
regard the strict discipline of military lifs as the best
echool iu which this people ean be gradually lifted toward
our higher civilization ; aud their enrollment in the negro
brigade will huve the further good effuct of renderiug mere
seivile insurrection, usrestrained by the laws and ueages
of war, lees likely. If any further argument were needed
to justify my course, it would be found in my deep econ-
viction that freedom (like all other blessings) can never ba
Justly apprecinted except by men who huve been taught
the sacrifices which are its price.”

In an nddress on the Life and T.mes of Toussaint
L'Ouverture, delivered in New York on Wedneaday last
by Mr. Wendell Phillips, be ascribed to this black warrior
and statesman a plaee oo the roll of fame above that of
eveiry uther nume in the world's history for all time past
sud for fifty years to coms. He said:

* Filty years hence, when impartial history gets writ.
ten, sumwe Plutarch of luter deys will put Phocion for the
Greek, aud Brutus for the Roman, Hampden for Eng-
land, Fayette for Fraves, snd choose Washington rs the
bright, cousummate flower of our earlier civilizition,
and Fremont the ripe fruit of our noonday, [thunders of
sppluuse,] then dipping his pencil in sunlight, will write
in the elear blue nﬁum them all the name. of the eoldier,
the stateswan, the martyr, Toussuing L'Ouverture.”

The late anti-negro riot in Datroit was, says the Spring-
field Republicau, one of the bloodiest and must vindiptive
ever recorded. The occasion of ths disturbance was ¢n
attempt to lynch & negro, while being couveyed from the
court-house to the jail. The provost guard suceceeded in
getting the prsover safely juto the jail, when some of
them, 1rritated by the jeers and hoota of the erowd, fired
severnl shots, instantly killing one man snd seriously wound-
ing several others. This waddened the eruwd beyond
description, and (hey immediately commenced a systemna-
tie attack on sil the vegroes in the vicisity, burning their
bouses over their bends, forociously attacking old nnd
young, men, wowen, and children, as they rushed out to
escape the flames. All the m | tary companies of the city
were called out, and the regulare at the fort and a regi-
meni of volunteers at Ypailaot: were sent for. But before
the services of the military could be brought into requin-
tion, the rivters censed from very weariness, baving burnt
and destrojed thirty-five houses, mu ilated some of the
negroes, and rendered two hundred bhomeless. The mili-
tary bave since held possession of the city, aud the negro
population wre flreing ta Canada or ty the woods, from
fear of the thrents made to exterminate them, especially
by the Germaus, who are much enraged at the desth of &
countrymau, caused by the firet ire of the provost guard.

The Boston Transcript approves the conseription of the
“loyal blacks™ who will not volunteer to fight for * Liber«
ty sud Umon.” It saye:

“It is simply n gquestion whether a certain number of
whiter ahould be sncrificed in order to keep a esrtaio num-
ber of blacks in subjsction, when the announcewent that
the blacks a'e not slaves, and can prumﬂy bs armed and
dinciplined for the general purposes of the war, would save
the same number «f whites from desth by disease in the
cxmpr, or by death on the field of battle. The question,
as our rerdera will perceive, 19 entirely independent of the
controversy respecting the rights of * persona of African
descent.” To every white (atuer, son, vephew, and bus-
band of the Loyal Stater it is o prrctical matter whether
he happens to be a Republican or a Democrat. * Will you
#hed your vwn blood exelusively, or will you allow a black
man (o aid you or 1o be your substitute 1'—that is now the
question.  And this dves not depend on the willingness of
the Southern negro to fight for bis liberty. Gen. Hunter,
in the Suuthern Department, bas already carried into ef-
fect the right principle. He has inaugurated the system
of consoription nmong the fropd blacks, as it is now on the
point of being eatablished smong the whites of the North-
ern States, He compels, by military law, the services of
the negroes ss the services of the whites are on the point,
of being compeiled by constitutional law,”

THE PLANTATION LABORERS IN LOUISIANA.

The New Orleans correspondent of the New York
Eveniog Post speaks in favorsbls terms of the arrange-
ment recently made by Gen. Bauks for the employment of
the slaves on the plantatioos, under the direction and su-
perintendence of their respective owners, and anticipates
from it good aud lueralive crops of the leading staples.
Here is what he says :

‘ Tuquiry wmong thoss cosnected with the planting
Minterest convingea e that the arrangement entered into
between Gon. BANKS, in behall of the Government, and
the negroes on one side, nud the planters on the other,
really works tolerably well. A great many planters were
dissalisficd with the results of their conveniion snd eonfer.
ences with the commanding Geperal, but they were unwil-.
Iing to make ullowances in ounformity with the state of
affuirs here, and wanoy insisted on legal righta they hid
themselves, by dircot nots aguinst the Goverument, ren-
dered impossible.  But where they bave commenced work,
proposing to make the beat of ¢ roumstances, they ars suc-
ceeding. In the rar’uh of Assumplion there are not more
than ten plantations that are not worked under the eon-
tract ngreed on by Gen, Banks and the conventicn. The
provost marabals generally take eare to inform the negroos
that the Government will not support them in idleness;
that they must work either for the United Btates or thair
wasters; and thereupon a large proportion return solun-
tapily to their homey, to workr?or wages and to work well.
The plantstiops suffer about na muoh, and ofien mere, fior
lack «f wules than from want of negroes. The Guvern-
ment has taken up a great number of these animals for its
own use, and the wsuual sources, Kentucky and Tengrgaeo,
are cut off by that as yet impasanblo barrier, the rebeliion.
Hoth because lp:a Jabir ja required, and the erops bid fair
» be unueunlly lucrative, cotton and tobacco will be
gely oultivated thia year in the sugar-growing districts.”

ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH.

New Yorg, Mancu 18,—A very Intereating mesting
to k plaeo at the Btock Exchange thie afternoon. It waa
addressod by Cyrus W. Field, Eeq., on the subject of the
Atlantio Telegraph. Over four hundred pounds steriin,
were subsoribed. A committes wae alterward lppninhv!
to act in concert with thore previously appointed by the
| Chaniber of Commeres snd Produce Exchange in securing
subscriptions.

hﬁbhg for a time the sooial arraogements of every |

EMANCIPATION WITH COMPENSATION,

We referred several days ago to the opinion
expressed by the St. Louis Demoorat (u leading
Republican paper of the West) to the effect
that but for the opposition of the Democratio
aed “Union” members the bill pending in Con-

gress, upon its adjournment, fur the appro-
priation of fifieen million dollars o pay for
the slaves of Missouri, would have become s
law. Our contemporary sdded that the Republi-
cans were, with rare exceptions, in favor of the
measure, and would trimmphaotly have paesed
it had the opportunity presented itself. This dis-
position, it thought, was exhibited in both Iouses
by the passage of bills for the same purpose, al-
though differing unfortunately in some of their
provisions,

Without particularly controverting this opinion,
we intimated our conviction that ‘“the polioy of the
President, proposing to aid any State in the work of
emancipation by appropriating money for the pur-
posc of purchasing slaves, had but very few zeal-
ous friends in either House of Congress or in any
party,”” at the late scssion, snd we have placed
distinetly before our readers the facts and consid-
erations which justified this impression, and on the
strength of whiech we made our statements under
this head.

~ We observe that our Republican coatemporary

of Bt. Louis, as the result doubtless of later und
more eorrect information derived from its political
friends, has come to share with us in the opinion
that the Prosident’s practical policy on this sub-
Ject received only a lukewarm support from his
political friends, notwithstanding the triumphant
manner in which they passed the ¢ resolution”
expressive of a ‘‘sentiment” in favor of that policy,
asnd in which they pledged the United States to
aid any State in the work of emancipation. The
St. Louis journal, in some later observations
devoted to the subject, in its number of the 9th
instant, remarks as follows :

“We have no apology to offer for Congreas on account of
its non-fuifillment of & solemn pledge made to Missouri to
furnish material aid towards the sccomplishmeut of
emnncipation. It wasa palpable breach of fuith. Congress,
upon the recommendation of the President, made the pro-
position, and Missouri aceepted i, giving the understand-
iog the binding force of & contract. It would bave been
infinitely better bad Congress never made the show of li-
berality it did, when it failed s0 eompletely of the fulfill-
went. Nuthing eould have wo foreibly exuibited to the
world & want of eapaeity in the Republicans of the last
Cougress to grepple efficiently with the incuse nf the times
a8 their selion upon the Misrouri question. They had the
opportuni'y of giving freedum, immedintely and “uncondi-
tionally, to a territory na largs ss New England, snd natu-
rally much wors valusble, already contawing & million and
a quarter of inhabitents, and represented by nive members
in the lower House of Congress, apd wl_-fcil. upon bring
divorced from slavery, would have proved one of the moat
staunch Republican States iu the Union, having, a+ it s,
elected a majority of Republicsns to the next Congress.
‘I be golden fiuit hung rips and ready to be gathered, and
fully within their grasy, but so feeble was the effort mnde
by the Republican members of Congress to appropriate it
that it elipped entirely sway from their bands. Nor was
Missouri i that was ut stake. The exampls which might
have been set in ber ease would in a short epsce of time
huve brought Maryland, ard perbaps Kentucky and Ten
nesree, to the door of elavery’s prison-huse, pl-ading to be
let out into the light aud luxury of frerdom. = What eff-ot
the bad faith of Congress tewards Missouri may have t»
retard n consummation o devoutly to be wished, it is im-
possible to tell, bui it eannat be otherwisa than great. For
thiy result the Republican members of Coogress stand
fairly nud immedistely reeponsible. Not one of them but
should bang bis heed in shame when be meets a liberty
luving constitucney.

‘* We do not pretend to say thet the non.aetion of Cen
grees by any wesns fatally defeats emancipation m Mis-
#ouri, but it is essy to divine bow 1huroughly it embarras-
ses the friends of the measure. To see what capital it
gives to ita fovs, we quote a brief extract from the Mis-
sourt Republiean, the ieading Missiuri slavery journal of
this Btate, wheu commenting upon the course which Con-
gress has pursued :

A weasure ¢l imed to be a cerain remedy for our present
ille of Btute is not ouly not sdopt-d, but ia not even seri nsly
digcussed by the ‘r’“" 1ar persous | und politieal friends of the
Presideur. All this, with the knowledge 1hat sfter Murch
dth, 1863, it would be ev-ria tingly t-m{nu to 1alk of & re-
newal of UCongreseionsl efforis to aholi-hslavery in the States !
Thus bave tie Aboli iovists and Republicaus shown their in-
cupaeity 1o griep sod bring to practical euds a tople which
while cut of power, they have for yenrs made their polivies]
stock in trade. tluvery must be abolished, if abolished at all,
by the slaveholders."

“The ove facl—tke bal fuith of Congress—al'yded to,
given enough show of truthfuluess to the fallacy of the
above argument to make it-exeeedingly difficult to remove
frow the popular mind the impression it is eleulsted to
produce. This wespou should not bave been placed in the
bands «f our enewies by our friends. Tue President urg-
ed net on upon them with wu earneatuess and foree of ar
gumanl which should have been irresistible; they decided

y resolution to coneur in his recommendation ; they knew
when their seavion weuld terminate and the necessily for
promptitude, and yet suffered the mensure to fail through
pure inattention. It is true that the measure would pe-
vertheless bave pussed but for the factious opposition of
the Democrate, but the Republicans understood the dinpo-
sition of the Democrats well envugh to have anticipsted
the result that followed.”

THE COURT OF CLAIMS.

Tle bill awmendatory of the act creating the Court
of Claims, by providing for the appointment of two
additional Judges and the finality of its decisions,
with an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United
States in all cases where the amount in controversy
exceeds three thousand dollars, also provides that
“the said Court of Claims shall hold one annual
session, commencing on the first Mmday in Octo-
ber in each year, and continving so long as may
be neceseary fur the prompt disposition of the busi-
ness of the court.” Itis further provided that the
Supreme Court sball preseribe the regulations un-
der which appeals are to be brought before it ; and
as that Court has adjourned without baving had
time to make any rules under this head for the
guidanep of parties who might desire to take an
appeal from any decision of the Court of Claims,
and ns the act requires, moreover, that such appeals
ghall be taken within ninety days after the rendi-
tion of any judgment, it is obvious that the Court
could not now cousistently prooced to the trial of
causes, any one of which might involve an appeal
to the Supreme Court.

It is in this view, s we understand, that the

Court of Claims, at its session held yesterday, ad-
journcd to the first Monday in May next, being
the 4th day of that month, when it will reconvene
for the purpose of revising the rules of practice
preliminary to the opening of the Court at its regu-
lar term a5 presoribed by law. These rules will
be daly promulged afier they shall have been de.
termincd by the Judges,
We make this announcement for the information
of the profession as well s of claimants who may
have busiuess which they propose to bring before
the Court at the opening of its sessions on the first
Monday in October next.

BRIEF AND TO THE POINT.
The Ohio Legislature has adopted the following resolu-
tion, offsred by Mr. Frag, a Usion Democrat, as & re-
sponse W soms petitions for an armist os and pence :

' Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio,
That we will base no dissolution of the Union ; that we will
have no srmistic-; that we ean fight as long as rebels and
traitors onn; that the war shall go on until law is reatored ;
and woe will never despair of the Republic,”

A BRILLIANT OAVALRY EXPLOIT.

DEFEAT OF REBEL CAVALRY.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY oF THE POTOMAC,
s MO Y e .‘lorchm’ls, msqu
cavalry toccurred yes
Kelly's Ford. A reconncissance, under command of Gen.
Averill, foroed s passage over the river iu the face of .
determined resistance by s considersbls body of rebel
sharpshooters, who were covered by houses, rifla-pits, nnd
& dry mill-rage, with an abattis in front.  The ford admit-
ted but & siugle horseman ab the time, and the stream was

| swollen sud rapid.

Arriviog oo the south side of the river, our eavalry
charged the rebels in their eatrenchwents, killing and cap-
turing uearly the eutirg fores, benidas securing a large
number of borses, picketed near by, & short distance from
the sbore.

Gen. Averill's command encountered the rebel eavalry,
under Generals Stuart and Fitzbugh Loe, who had hasten
ed from Culpeper to prevent our possuge. ‘They made
some dashing obarges upon our treops, who repuleed them,
and in turn eharged them with fatal effect, using sabres
ouly in the conflict. Whenever the enemy made a atand.
they were immedistely charged upon and routed from their
positions with great loss.

The battle lasted five hours, and was & s=ries of charges
:::k hand-to hand eonflicts, resulting in the enewy's falling
The force was about two thoussnd on each side. The
enemy at last took refuge behind an entrenched battery,
four miles from the ford, fluiked by rifl=-pits and abattia.

Gen, Averill, having sccomplished his object, and secured
his prisoners, the wounded on beth sides, and a large num-
ber of horses, recrossed ths river withiout attack or de-
moustration on the part of the rebels, who were so badly
whipped that they could not follow to annoy biwm. Among
the prisoners is Mbajor Breckinridge, cousin of the traitor
John C. Breckinr.dge. 'Ihe prisuners charscterize the
conflict on our part as one of the sblest and most gallantly
fought cavalry raids of the war, sud adwit that their own
troops were totally demoralized by the gullant ssbre charges
of our cavalry.

About eighty prisoners have been brought in. The
wouuded of the enemy bear suffigient marks that the ssbre
waa the only weapon used on our side.

REPORTED UNION REPULSE AT PORT HUDSON.

REPORTED CAPTURE OF MEXICO.

—

EXTHANGE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS.

ForT MonroE, MarcH 18.—Col. Ludlow has just re-
turned from City Puint, baviog eompleted arrangements
for the exchange of sll political prisoners. Those in Rich-
mond are released to day; those in Salisbury will be re-
leased next week. !

There was some fighting at Blackwater yesterday. The
particulars are not received. The rebels attacked New-
beru lust Fridsy and were defeated.

Rictmoud papers of the 17th eay that Rear Admiral Far-
ragut sttacked Port Hudaon and wes repulsed. ‘The steam_
er Missisuippi, it is atated, was burat, avd Farragut weat
down the river in his: flag ehip dissbled. The laud fores
did not join in the attack.

The City of Mexico bas been capiured by the Frengh.

SUCCESSFUL SCOUT IN TENNESSEE.

MURFREESBORO, MARCH 16, 1863,

Major Gen. Halleck, Commander-in-Chisf : ¢

I bave the pleasure to report the gallaut eonduet of our
oavalry under the brave Col. Mintey. They drove the re-
bel cavalry wherever they met them, captured one of their
cumps, ssveateen wagons, forly-lwo mules, and one hun-
dred and fourteen prisoners. They used the subre where
the earbine would delay.

W. B ROSECRANS, Major Geperal.

LATE NEWS FROM GALVESTON.

NEw York, MarcH 18 —Advicas per steamer Uninm
state that the rebels have erected formidable batteries at
Galveston, mounted with guos taken from ths Harriet
Lane aud the Westfie!d.

The United States ficet off Galveston on the 28¢th of
February consisted of the stesm-frigate Brooklyn and four
gunboatr. On the 12th the Brooklyn threw & few shells
into the rebel fort on Pelican Island, and on the 24th did
likewise to the town, retting it on fire in three plsces.
The Bumes, however, wera soon suppressed.

The Harriet Laoe is up the river seventy miles, and 1
being iron-clad. It is not probable our flaet, as at present
coastituted, will undertake any thing against the city.

THE WAR ON THE MISSISSIPPI.

Gen, ELLET'S Marins Brigade arrived safely at Cairo
on Saturdny last, and will proceed immediately to perform
the important duty for which it was organizad, that of
kreping the Missiexippi river open fur navigation by driv-
ing from its banks the numerous marsuders who for monthe
past bave been displsying theic murderous traits by erouch-
ing bebind bluff« and firing upon unarmed steamers. The
brigade is composed of infactry, ariillery, and eavalry,
whose movements are made mors rapid by the steamera,
upon which, for the greater portion of their time, it is un-
derstood they will be quartered. Such & command bas
long been needed on the Western watere, and from the
well known qualificatiors of Gen. Ellet and the expericuce
of his men successful results can be auticipated.

NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE.
TRERTON, MARCH 18 —The peace resolutions passed
to-day in the House by s vote of yeas 33, nays 13, after s
very ammated debate. The millicn loan bill was also
passed.

POLITICS IN PENNSYLVANIA.
HARRISBURG, MARCH 18 —Tha Usion State Committes
bave called a Btats Convention, to ba held at Pimlnul on
the Sth of July, to nowioate a eandidate for Governor and
a Judgs of the Bupreme Court. They also passed & reso-

lution recowmending the organization of Union Lengues in
every legislative distriet,

DISHONEST CLERK,

New Yorg, MarcH 18.—A clerk
Weston, Durtie, & Co, tbamdadrm?:’;:r-?i{:‘l::
thousand doliars in gold. His nime i« Young.

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET.
New YORK, MARCH 18.—114 A. M.—First Board—U

8, Coupon @', 1581, 1044 ; 7-30 T :
Certificates, 99§ ; Demll:‘: Notes, l&?&ﬂm_‘m‘

MILITARY NEWS.

——

The Washington correspondent of the New York Tri-

bune, under dale of ths 16:h inetant, communioat:s the
fallowing : .

* Gen. FREMONT had & long inte i
dent to-dny. It ia oxmunllhc nr::'mnd'mm im::_-
ranged for him this week, his frievds having been promised
that he should furthwith be asigned to setive servios.
Cbe delny in fulfilling this promise is believed to be attri-
%l:hh to others than the President and Secretary of
Ar.
** Gen. BIGEL is slill here, awailing the
swer to his letler of resigoation. He doos not haunt fhe
hotels, but is hard at work sludylog military authorities
;ul .mm_g p:u-l t'ir organizgation and oam,
resi I strongly urged by his friends, in person
and by letior, to give hia & command ad ank
wz&m’: Ho has exteoadcd hin g o e
yo—na circumstance indicating & di i
elaima a favorable oumidrrnhong. The.mw o
sent would seem to be that wuntever may be dove in the
mr Gen. Bigel will not return to the Army of the Po-

3
:
t

mand of the cavalry in frout of Washington renders it more

probabl- than it ap, to baa few da Yt Ot
Bigel's old corps will ba gi
who Is now cick hu Ph el';:l :’ 2 Major General ScHurz,

Another letter to_the Philadelphin Inquirer, dated the
17th instaut, saya:

* Gen. BURNSIDE, baving been ssvigned to his pew de-
plrlum:t..uiil W voce assuine cuu:zmd. Gen. PARKE
aceompanies him.

Uen, CADWALADER bas been assigoed to the command

of the Becond Corps, Army of the Potomse.”
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